Olney – July 2021 (Evening Walk)
This evening walk of approximately 3 miles started in the Market Square in
Olney, which is just over the border into Buckinghamshire. There is no official
walk report, but six people joined the walk that took in this lovely village, the
River Ouse and neighbouring countryside.
Olney, a quiet market town and a short drive from the heart of Milton Keynes,
was once a centre of lace-making and more recently the boot and shoe industry.
It is a thriving, bustling community with plenty to offer visitors and best known
for its annual Pancake Race established 1445.
The Cowper and Newton Museum on the Market Place, was home to William
Cowper from 1768-1786. Together with John Newton, ex-slave trader, curate
and author of Amazing Grace, they wrote the famous Olney Hymns.

The 14th Century church of
St Peter and St Paul, with its
200ft spire dominates the
entrance to the town.
Emberton Park and Clifton
meadows are near by offering
river and lakeside walks,
canoeing, fishing and many
other activities.
Olney with its sense of
community shows its pride
with its winning tradition of
Britain in Bloom and the
Bucks’ Best Kept Village competition. In spring and summer the town is
decorated with stunning floral displays to be enjoyed and savoured by all.
Olney’s wide High Street (one of the widest in England) offers a mix of
restaurants and pubs and an interesting collection of delightful shops. It invites
you to explore the side alleys to discover more shops and walkways without
taking you away from the main town. The weekly market on Thursday and local
Farmers’ Market on the first Sunday of the month add a buzz to the activities of
the town. Free parking throughout and easy access from the M1 make Olney a
great place to visit.

